Questions
Question 1: What percentage of teenagers carry a knife?
Answer: 1%
Question 2: What makes you think it is this number?
Answer: There is no wrong or right answer, it is your child’s own thoughts.
Notes: If your child’s answer is higher than 1% start a conversation asking why they think it is higher, does the television, social
media or radio influence their thoughts and heighten their fear or have they seen someone carry a weapon or talk about knifes.
The home office have a booklet supporting parents/carers on talking to their children:
http://www.knifecrimes.org/000904_KNIFE_A5_LEAFLET.pdf
Question 3: What is the youngest age you can be arrested for committing a crime?
Answer: 10 years of age
Question 4: Can you explain what would happen if the police arrested you?
Answer: Allow your child to answer what they think, some children might have heard stories of people getting arrested that
gives them a negative view towards the police or scares them.
Notes: This booklet explains what would happen if your child was arrested:
https://www.familylives.org.uk/advice/teenagers/behaviour/what-to-do-if-your-teen-gets-arrested/ If you want to reinforce
the important role of the police: Police are responsible for maintaining public order and safety, enforcing the law, and
preventing, detecting, and investigating criminal activities. Keeping everyone safe.
Question 5: Can you be arrested for carrying a knife?
Answer: Yes
Question 6: What is a criminal record?
Answer: Allow your child to express their own thoughts.
Question 7: Can you still work and travel with a criminal record?
Answer: Yes, you can, but having a criminal record will make things difficult for you.
Notes: A criminal record, police record, is a record of a person's criminal history. It can show, youth reprimands, youth final
warnings, cautions and convictions
It may be used by potential employers, lenders, and others to assess a person's trustworthiness. Some criminal records may stop
you traveling to certain countries. Having a criminal record will not stop you having a positive future but will make things
difficult for you.

What is prison like?
Question 1: Who do people miss when they are in prison?
Answer: Allow your child to answer with their own thoughts.
Notes: Remind your child of the people they have in their life, Parents, Grandparents, Cousins, Aunties, Uncles, Carers, Teachers,
Friends etc. If you can, express how you would feel if someone you loved went to prison.

Question 2: Can they see their family?
Answer: Yes, but some prisoners can only see their family for 2 hours a month.
Question 3: What food would they miss?
Answer: Allow your child to answer with their own thoughts.
Notes: Prison food is very basic, no fast food, KFC, McDonalds etc – maybe google prison food images to give an example.
Question 4: What items would they miss? i.e. mobile phone, Xbox, TV?
Answer: Allow your child to answer with their own thoughts.
Notes: Prisoners are not allowed mobile phone. Prisoners are allowed a television, but they do not have many channels. All
prisoners should be able to spend between 30 minutes and an hour outside in the open air each day. If you would like additional
information about prisons please look at: https://www.prisonersfamilies.org/prison/

Who would you tell?
Question: If you were worried about something or saw something that made you worried who would you tell?
Answer: Allow your child to answer who they class as a trusted person, reassure them that they can come to you or their trusted
adult if they are worried about anything. Remind them about the support then can access at school, their teachers and support
staff. Remind them that it is much better to speak out then to worry.
If you have any concerns about your child and require additional support here is a list of organisations that can support you:
www.nspcc.org.uk – they offer support for parents and professionals.
www.childline.org.uk – they offer support for parents and professionals.
www.familylives.org.uk
http://www.knifecrimes.org/000904_KNIFE_A5_LEAFLET.pdf

